BARTON SEAGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Clerk: Debbie Egan

Barton Seagrave village Hall

11 Bertone Road

Barton Seagrave

NN15 6WF

Email: clerk.bartonseagravepc@outlook.com

www.bartonseagraveparishcouncil.org.uk

Minutes of the meeting of Barton Seagrave Parish Council held on Tuesday
9 September 2025 at Barton Seagrave Village Hall at 7pm.

Present: Clir Robin Carter
Clir John Currall
CliIr Nicola Currall
ClIr Paul Marks
Clir Tina Murphy
Clir Tim Sharman

Ms D Egan Clerk to the Council
Mrs C Wills Assistant clerk to the Council
Mr Richard Adshead Village Hall Manager

Action

25/103 - To receive and approve apologies for absence

Clir Hunter and ClIr O’Hara submitted apologies
Approved — proposed by Clir Currall, seconded by Clir Sharman

RESOLVED; That ClIr Hunter and Clir O’'Hara’s absence be approved

25/104 - Public participation session
6 MOP in attendance

MOP enquired about the public rights of way that are blocked off. Footpaths owned TS,
by Wicksteed. Agreed to contact Wicksteed Park about this. Clir Sharman to send RC,
pictures of the areas of concern to the Clerk. Clir Carter to provide address to the

Clerk Clerk

MOP enquired about the bench to be situated on Barton Rd which has now received
objections. ClIr Carter responded that this is an agenda item so will be reported on
shortly.



mailto:clerk.bartonseagravepc@outlook.com

MOP asked the following questions regarding the Manor Oak appeal.

The MOP thanked the PC for their support for residents up to this point regarding the
Manor Oak’s housing application.

Was the parish council notified of the Manor Oak appeal by NNC and were you able
to respond by the deadline?

We were not formally notified but were made aware by a resident. This allowed us to
submit the original objection letter for consideration at the appeal.

Given that: at least 1 in 5 residents object to this proposed development; if approved,
it would irrevocably change the appearance and character of this Parish beyond
recognition (more than any other matter that the council is currently engaged in);
and, it is legally possible for the PC to spend substantial funds on this matter; my
next question is will the PC be seeking legal representation at the inquiry?

The PC support the objections to this development and will continue to do so. The
PC will not be seeking legal representation at the inquiry.

If the PC will not be in a position financially to seek their own legal representation,
will they support residents by contributing towards the cost of a barrister to speak on
behalf of us all?

A full discussion will be needed to decide on whether the PC can offer further
financial support. There is a planning Committee meeting on Wednesday 10
September and Manor Oak appeal is an agenda item so it was agreed that this will
be discussed then.

25/105 — To receive declarations of interest under the Council’'s Code of Conduct
related to business on the agenda

There were no declarations of interest on agenda items.

25/106 - Policing matters

Report previously circulated.

Clir Sharman was concerned that drug use had increased. PCSO Mike Bowers is
due to attend our next meeting so we will request that he provides an update on this.

RESOLVED - the above is noted

Clerk

25/107 - To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on
Tuesday 8 July 2025

RESOLVED: That the minutes be approved, signed by the Chairman as a correct
record of the meeting.




25/108

— To note any matters arising and actions from previous meeting

(i) Artwork on boxes — Awaiting a report from Clir Hunter, item deferred JH

(i) Dog waste bins, Redrow — Clerk received confirmation that these have
now been emptied. MOP reported that these are overflowing again. Clerk Clerk
to email Redrow again and ask that this situation be investigated

(i)  Bench on Barton Road — A number of objections have been received from
residents of neighbouring properties, so we are unable to progress with Jc
this location. A possible new location was discussed and CliIr Currall to
send pictures and address to the Clerk who will then start the process Clerk
again

RESOLVED: That the above is noted and approved

25/109 - Highways

(i) Request for additional grit bin on top of Manor Rd where it joins Polwell Clerk
Lane. Still awaiting license — Clerk to chase and copy in ward Councillors

(i) Village pavements and footpaths. A letter was sent to Sarah Barnwell,
Highways, highlighting all of the issues. Response received that works not
carried out due to lack of funding. However, ClIr Leon Gibbs has advised
that NNC are sending out teams for pavement weeding over the next 6
weeks but this across the whole of the North Northants area.

(i)  Village Signs. Please refer to Clir Sharman’s report agenda item 25/110
for issues identified. These signs are owned by NCC and as such their
responsibility to remove. The soon to be formed Maintenance Working
Group, led by ClIr John Currall will pick this up JC

RESOLVED: That the above is noted and action taken

25/110 - Pocket Park
Clir Sharman provided the following report.

July-August 2025

Wallis’s Spinney Pocket Park

22 July 2025: | carried out a brief reconnaissance walk in the pocket park today. A
group of children and childminders were utilising the log benches near the school.
Whilst walking along the main footpath inside the Spinney, | picked up some litter
and placed it in the litter bin outside the main entrance. | also counted at least four
young recently planted trees in the Spinney which had sadly died (Fig 1)
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Figure 1 Dead tree in the Pocket Park

25 July 2025: Today, | walked through Wallis’s Spinney and filled a small carrier bag
with litter. | placed the litter in the bin outside the entrance. | also pruned some
foliage which was overhanging the main pathway.

19 August 2025: Today a local resident sent a message to a fellow councillor (who
was currently on holiday) that small groups of youths were entering the Pocket Park
in the evening on motor bikes. Furthermore, cars were being parked outside the
Pocket Park with single male occupants in them at the same time this was going on.
The local resident, as well as feeling intimidated by this, was also concerned enough
to take photographs during daylight hours, of the log benches surrounded by litter
much of which was drug related. There was also evidence of a fire having being lit.
20 August 2025: Today, | reported the incidents occurring at the Pocket Park to
PCSO Mike Bowes at his monthly surgery in the Village Hall. Mike agreed to
investigate the matter.

21 August 2025: PCSO Mike Bowes emailed me the excellent news to say that he
and his colleagues had been to the Pocket Park and had caught two of the
perpetrators, furthermore there would now be regular patrols in the area.

22 August 2025: Today, | carried out a litter pick in the Pocket Park. | noticed there
was a considerable amount of litter scattered on and around the benches. | filled a
bin bag with litter. There was very little litter elsewhere in the Pocket Park.

26 August 2025: This evening | had a meeting with Robin and Carolyn at the Pocket
Park. We shared concerns at the state of the overhanging foliage on the tarmac
pavement closed to the school. It was agreed | should contact Giles, our “go to”
arboreal culturalist to ask him to carry out the work as soon as possible as we were
concerned about the safety of the schoolchildren walking to the primary school.

28 August 2025: Today | emailed Giles asking him if he would carry out the cutting
back of the overhanging foliage.

Pavements

22 July 2025: Today | drafted and sent a letter (via Debbie) to Sarah Barnwell,
Highways Department, NNC. The letter explained the problems associated with the
deteriorating state of the pavements, footpaths and alleyways in the village. This
letter was part of the action agreed to in the previous Parish Council Meeting.




Figure 2 Fallen blackthorn branch

31 July 2025: Today | went for a reconnaissance walk around the village. | walked
along the tarmac pavement/footpath which runs to the south of the Radnor way
estate, parallel with the A14 and links Polwell Lane to Barton Road. Part of the way
along this pavement | noticed a large blackthorn branch (Fig 2) had fallen across the
pavement partly blocking it. | have reported this to “Fix my Street”

17 August 2025: Today | joined Clir Leon Gibbs in clearing the pavements at the
corner of Raven Drive and Belvoir Drive. Councillor Gibbs has organised a rolling
programme of pavement weeding in the village. Approximately 15-20m of pavement

Figure 3 Cleared pavements 17-08-2025

was cleared of weeds (Fig 3). We were joined in our weed clearing endeavours by
local couple Chris and Lesley.

18 August 2025: Today | cleared a section of pavement outside my elderly
neighbour’s house in Woodford Close.

24 August 2025: | joined Councillor Gibbs, his wife Jo and local helpers Dan and
David to clear further sections of pavement at the junction of Belvoir drive and Raven
Drive (Fig 4)

28 August 2025: | received a message from “Fix My Street” to say that the fallen

blackthorn branch described above had been removed.
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Figure 4 Cleared pavements 24-08-2025
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Inaccurate and redundant signage

31 July 2025: Today on a reconnaissance walk in the village, | photographed the
entry signage for the village on Barton Road not far from the A14 junction. The first
sign that drivers encounter when coming off at Junction 10 of the A14 proudly
announces: “Borough of Kettering. Kettering. Twinned with Lahnstein & Kettering
Ohio. Winner East Midlands in Bloom” (Fig 5). This slightly vandalised sign is sign is
now erroneous as Barton Seagrave is no longer part of the
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Figure 5 Kettering sign, Barton Road

Borough of Kettering which is now abolished. Just beyond this sign is a separate, but
less impressive sign saying “BOROUGH OF KETTERING. BARTON SEAGRAVE”
(Fig 6). This sign is partly obscured by overgrowth and has also been slightly
damaged. There is a similar sign close to Barton Hall. | feel that all such metal road
signs need replacing with just one sign in each location saying something like:
“‘Welcome to Barton Seagrave”.
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Figure 6 Barton Seagrave sign, Barton Road

03 August 2025:
Driving through Kingsthorpe on the outskirts of Northampton today, | noticed this
superb sign which had been erected by Kingsthorpe Parish Council (Fig 7).
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WELCOME TO

| KINGSTHORPE

Figure 7 Sign erected by Kingsthorpe PC

Perhaps a sign of similar design could be installed (dependent on cost) on Barton
Road replacing the redundant “Kettering" sign when it is removed?
Vandalism and Graffiti

1. Vandalism

22 July 2025: Walking along the footpath which runs parallel with the A14 between
Polwell Lane and Barton Road, | noticed that a section of the fence bordering the
A14 had been knocked down (Fig 8) possibly due to vandalism. This fence needs to
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Figure 8 Vandalised A14 fence

be repaired as soon as possible as it is possible for people to gain access to the side
of this very busy trunk road. | tried to report this on “Fix my Street”, but road and
pathway fencing doesn’t seem to have a category on the website.

2. Graffiti

22 July 2025: At the entrance to Grey'’s field, close to the Grosvenor Way
roundabout, | noticed that the old Kettering Borough Council sign (Fig 9) which

o

Figure 9 Vandalised Grey's Field sign

Welcomed visitors to the recreation ground was covered in graffiti, vandalised and
out of date as Kettering Borough Council no longer exists. This sign needs removing.




Councillor Tim Sharman 15t September 2025

25/111 -Planning

The Planning meeting will take place on Wednesday 10 September @ 6.30pm

RESOLVED; That the above is noted

25/112 — Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Hunter was not present, so no report had been received.

The NP for Barton Seagrave was paused last year — Clir Hunter to provide all of the
information, reports and minutes produced thus far to all Councillors.

RESOLVED; To be deferred to October meeting

JH

25/113 — Village Hall

(i) Update re; new Trustees for Village Hall. One more signature required and
then the paperwork will be returned to Lamb & Holmes

RESOLVED; That the above is noted

(i) Village Hall Report - Mr Adshead had previously circulated the report as
follows.

Village Hall update for July & August 2025

July saw a busy month with all groups running and kid’s parties taking place at
weekends and a few adults functions, several one-off meetings still taking place
during the week filling vacant areas and the meeting room being used daily in the
mornings.

The talk on the 4th July was well attended by members of the pubilic.

August saw a quitter month with some groups taking a long waiting rest to recharge
ready to start back in September, a good few parties and functions took place at
weekends.

Forthcoming events

- 20th September An evening of music by Seagrave Singers & Sound Sensation

- 3rd October Talk by Russell Attwood (The Wonders of Pumpkins)

- 4th October Craft Fair Children in Needs




- 23rd October Qigong & Sound session

- 1st November Craft Fair Children in Need

- 1st November Social Dance

- 15th November Craft Fair Cransley Hospice

- 13th December Santa Grotto of Hope

- 18th December Visit Santas Grotto and crafts
- 23rd December Pantomime

- 25th January Kings Dance competition

- 7th March Barn Dance

Other items

- Salvation Army: During July and August, a total of 1611.00kgs of cloths collected
giving the village hall £29.99

- PCSO Mike Bowers is running police surgeries which dates are listed below
the dates for the rest of 2025 are 15th October 12th November 10th December

- Deposit & Refund policy for parties. Attached is a document for implementing a
Deposit and Refund policy for parties at the village hall, the attached has already
been discussed and approved at the village hall working group. Any comments
please let me know in advance

RESOLVED; To note the report

(i) Village Hall Working Group Members

Clir J Currall requested that the Village Hall Working Group members be increased
to invite all Councillors to become members, thus ensuring that the meetings will be
quorate and also able to make more decisions. The Terms of Reference to be altered
to reflect this and taken to the next meeting. Ass Clerk to amend the terms of
reference for approval and invite all Councillors to next Working Group meeting.

RESOLVED; That membership of the Village Hall working group be increased and
terms of reference amended

Ass
Clerk

25/114 — Maintenance Working Group

CliIr Currall proposed that a maintenance working group be formed, open to all
Councillors to attend. This group will look at areas in Barton Seagrave requiring
attention and decide on action needed. Village signs, footpaths and small tree
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planting already identified as area to be discussed. All agreed. Ass Clerk to liaise
with ClIr J Currall to arrange first meeting.

RESOLVED; That a Maintenance Working Group be formed

Ass
Clerk/
JC

25/115 — Tree planting offer

NNC Park and Woodlands Officer has contacted, offering small trees for the parish.
All agreed that this would be welcomed. The maintenance working group will look
into this. Clerk to email NNC and advise that we are interested and will be in touch
after the maintenance group has met.

RESOLVED; That the above is noted

Clerk

25/116 — Councillors’ reports

Reports received from.

Clir Sharman — see Agenda item 25/110

Clir Tina Murphy and NNC ward Councillors as follows.

Barton Seagrave Parish Councillor report by Tina Murphy
September 2025

Barton Seagrave Maintenance - Cleaning

28 AUGUST 2025: Feeling refreshed from my holiday and happy to be back in
Barton, | wanted to walk around the village and see how it was doing. I've been
away for some time but have seen there has been a renewed sense of pride,
residents and councillors tackling pavements. | wanted to do something different as
a resident. | cleaned 5 items of furniture and signs, the graffiti on Stone wall on the
bus stop near the cottages next to the Post Office had been brough to my attention
whilst away.

| noted that the Bus stop next to the Vines does not have a bin, | think this would be
beneficial as the next bin is some metres away across a busy Barton Road on the
village green. There is also another very close to this bin across the road at the

Stone Bus stop. &
Figure 10 Potential Bin placement Barton Road outside Vines

Clerk
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Figure 3 Polwell lane near stone bus shelter — Before and After

—

Figure 4 Polwell Lane bus shelter opposite Castle Way

2ND SEPTEMBER: Today, | cleaned 12 items of Barton Seagrave furniture and
Signs. | cleaned around Latimer school before the start of the term and various other
parts of the village that | had identified and other alerted me too.

Noticed there is a highways vehicle weight sign on the left side as coming up from
Barton Seagrave, this is fully overgrown as well as the ‘Welcome to Barton
Seagrave’ sign. You cannot see anything on the weight sign at all, | didn’t realise
there was a weight limit for vehicles Barton Road?
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| also took a hi vis for safety, | have my own.

7

Figure 8 Polwell Lahe/Radnor Way

Figure 5 Highways sign not visible — Weight ?
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Figure 9 Grosvenor Road near roundabout back of Latimer
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Figure 13 2 Barton Road Bus stop opposite Vines
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R SEEMBE Today | cleaned 2 elcomoes, one top of Hilltop Avenue and
one on Barton Road — see attached pictures.

VTR
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Report to Barton Seagrave Parish Council

Date: Tuesday 8th July 2025

From: Councillors O’Hara, Gibbs and Eglin, North Northamptonshire Councillors for Burton Latimer
and Barton Seagrave

1. Introduction

This is our first formal report to the Parish Council following the local elections held on 2nd May. The
delay in reporting is attributed to the extended purdah period associated with the Higham Ferrers
election. We appreciate your patience and are pleased to provide an update on recent developments
and appointments.

2. Post-Election Appointments

Since the election, members of the Burton team have taken on significant roles within North
Northamptonshire Council:

- Councillor Leon Gibbs has been appointed Chair of the Health Scrutiny Committee, a vital role in
ensuring accountability in local health services. Residents with questions or concerns about health
provision are encouraged to contact Councillor Gibbs.

- Councillor Maurice Eglin has been appointed Vice Chair of North Northamptonshire Council and has
begun representing the council at various civic events across the county.

- Councillor Jan O’Hara has been appointed Portfolio Holder for Planning and Economic Growth, a
well-deserved role reflecting her extensive experience and dedication.

3. Councillor Training and Transition to Business as Usual

Following the election, councillors have participated in a comprehensive training programme delivered
by NNC officers. This training has covered a wide range of topics to ensure councillors are well-
prepared to serve their communities. With the programme nearing completion, we are now
transitioning into regular council operations.

4. Highlights from the Local Link Newsletter

The July edition of the Local Link newsletter featured several community updates and initiatives. Key
highlights include the launch of summer activities for families, updates on local infrastructure projects,
and announcements regarding community engagement events. Residents are encouraged to
participate in these events to foster stronger community ties.
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/pCFSGrBPsGuX2bKH?ref=email

5. Residents Satisfaction Survey

North Northamptonshire Council has launched a Residents’ Satisfaction Survey to gather feedback
on council services. The survey, open from 30th June to 27th July 2025, covers areas such as waste
collection, parks, road maintenance, and overall satisfaction with council services. This initiative is
part of the council’s commitment to transparency and continuous improvement. We encourage all
residents to participate and share their views.
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/your-voice-matters-residents-asked-how-satisfied-they-are-
north-northamptonshire-council
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RESOLVED; That the above reports are noted

25/117 — Finance/Accounts and governance matters

a) Presentation and approval of monthly statements and bank reconciliation for

August 25

Balance reconciled as follows; to August 31 2025, £231,751.74

RESOLVED: To approve the monthly statement and bank reconciliation.

b) The invoice list of payments for July and August had been previously

circulated:

Barton Seagrave Parish Council
Invoice List (July 2025)

Invoice Date Creditor Service Amount

Retrospective HMRC P30 £1075.46
01.08.2025

Retrospective salary July salary £2389.86
01.08.2025

Retrospective salary July Salary £837.10
01.08.2025

Retrospective salary July Salary £711.85
01.08.2025

Retrospective expenses July expenses £53.14
01.08.2025

Retrospective expenses July expenses £103.80
01.08.2025

Retrospective. salary July salary £1291.33
01.08.2025

07.07.2025 Gallagher Insurance Insurance £5489.54
11.07.2025 Scribe Accounting Package £42.00
11.07.2025 NNC - Refuse NNC £125.19
11.07.2025 NNC NNC £180.00
11.07.2025 A Baillie (Hygiene) & Co Cleaning £184.49
16.07.2025 Initial Cleaning £30.68
29.07.2025 PPL PRS Licence £2102.90

Barton Seagrave Parish Council
Invoice List (August 2025)
Date of meeting 09.09.2025
Invoice Date Creditor Service Amount
Retrospective HMRC P30 £700.42
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01.09.2025

Retrospective salary August salary £2195.89
01.09.2025

Retrospective salary August Salary £1288.10
01.09.2025

Retrospective salary August Salary £826.25
01.09.2025

Retrospective expenses August expenses £39.57
01.09.2025

Retrospective expenses August expenses £41.66
01.09.2025

Retrospective Krystal Hosting Website domain £8.39
05.08.2025

Retrospective. salary August salary £1121.44
01.09.2025

Retrospective PFK Littlejohn LLP Audit £504.00
11.08.2025

Retrospective BibbyClean4Sure Cleaning £674.16
11.08.2025

Retrospective Initial Cleaning supplies £32.02
11.08.2025

Retrospective Scribe Accounting Package £42.00
11.08.2025

Retrospective Poppies Events merchandise £190.00
18.08.2025

Retrospective Wilson A S Ltd Security £717.60
18.08.2025

Retrospective Recognition Express Name badges £67.48
18.08.2025

Retrospective BibbyClean4Sure VH Cleaning £674.16
19.08.2025 (July’s Invoice)

Retrospective Printerland VH Ink and Toner £280.24
27.08. 2025

Retrospective Scribe Accounting Package £42.00
15.07.2025

Retrospective Initial Cleaning supplies £32.02
11.09.25

Due date BibbyClean4Sure VH Cleaning £674.16
30.09.2025

RESOLVED: To approve the payments as on the circulated list

c) Any other financial/governance business

(i) Approval of IT policy — Clir N Currall requested to review the IT policy.
Clerk to forward.
RESOLVED; That the above is actioned
(i) To note the receival of Audit Closure letter
RESOLVED; To note the above
(iii) Agreed that an additional savings account be opened with Hinckley &
Rugby Building Society, 45 day notice deposit, variable interest with £85k
transferred from Redwood savings. Clerk to give 90 day notice with
Redwood account and then open

Clerk

Clerk
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RESOLVED; That the above is approved
(iv)  Multipay card application in Clerk’s name, Limit £1500, Transaction limit
£500
RESOLVED; That the above is approved
(v)  To note the VAT reimbursement for April 24 to March 25 for £7353.80
RESOLVED; That the above is noted
(vi)  To note, new pay scales agreed for 2025 backdated to 1 April for
employees on contractual NJC pay scales
RESOLVED; That the above is noted

25/118 ltems requiring urgent attention, for information for the next Agenda

Policing matters — Clerk to contact PCSO to request update at next meeting on what
is happening at the Pocket Park Clerk

25/119 Date of next meeting
Tuesday 14 October 2025 @ 7pm

Meeting closed 8.20 pm

Signed
Chairman to the Parish Council Dated 9 September 2025
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